
CONCERNS 
Immediate Concerns 

*Lena Marston (daughter of Matt & Elizabeth Marston *Wayne Harris  

*Janey Schenck (Wayne Harris’s cousin) *Willie C. Haynes (Bonnie Newsome’s son)  

*Sandra Plant *Charlotte Cook *Howard Hall *Bud & Dolly Stringer  

On-Going Concerns  
*Bill Acuff *Mitch Britt (Alice Griner’s son)  

*Ellen Plant (Sandra Plant’s sister-in-law) *Luna Chappell (Verna Moon’s great granddaughter)  

*Patsy Miller (Sandy Hooks’ mother) *Joanne Meredith (Doris Harsh’s daughter)  
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Ramblings by John C. Peters, Sr. 

 Since I was a small boy, I have been steeped in my families’ connection to First Presbyterian Church 

Moultrie.  My grandmother, Bernice McHargue Brown (MeMa), continued to tell us stories about First 

Presbyterian and how our family played a part in its history.  My Great-Great Aunt, Mary Eliza “Mollie 

McHargue Millsap, was a charter member of this church.  She married Zachariah Taylor Millsap just six 

months before my Great-Great Grandfather was born, on July 10, 1875.  Zachariah Taylor Millsap had been 

raised a Presbyterian in Robeson County, North Carolina.  Mollie Millsap had a son named John Cleveland 

who married Kate.  Cleveland and Kate had a son named John.  This very same John Millsap was one of my 

father’s, William C. (Billy) Peters, best friends while he was growing up.  It was John Millsap for whom I was 

named. My father had no idea that John Millsap was a cousin to his wife Ellen Brown, Bernice McHargue 

Brown’s daughter. 

 My Grandmother, Bernice (Mema) Brown was very proud of her father and his devotion to First 

Presbyterian Church.  Papa McHargue served this church as a Deacon as well as being a member of the Ellen 

Vereen Hall Building Committee.  Mema used to tell me stories of how Papa would come to the church on 

Saturday afternoons and Sunday morning to stoke the coal furnace so that the building would be warm for 

Church.  It was very important to my grandmother Brown to be a member of First Presbyterian Church of 

Moultrie. 

 My father said that he did not become a Presbyterian because he married my mother.  He became a 

Presbyterian because Dr. R.L. Forbis would meet him on the steps of the old Post Office and tell him that he 

wanted him to teach the boy’s Sunday school class. Due to Dr. Forbis’ persistence, he joined the church and 

taught the boys Sunday school class.  My father also said that he stayed a Presbyterian because he liked the 

government of the Presbyterian Church.  He also served as a Deacon in the Church. 

  I have fond memories of Dr. Forbis, preaching and praying.  I would time his prayers after I got a stop 

watch for Christmas to see how long we had to keep our heads down.  I believe I got to five minutes one time.  

Dr. Forbis started having Vacation Bible School at night in the assembly area of the Stegall Building during 

the summer.  We would have the best time with the group sings lead by Mac McLaughlin and Joey Miller 

playing the piano.  

 As long as I can remember, Mema was very devoted to this church and its programs.  She was very 

active in Sunday school and Circle meetings.  She insisted that we attend church on a regular basis and that 

perfect attendance was very important.  I still have my perfect attendance pins that I was awarded.  I can still 

remember meeting for Sunday school upstairs in the Ellen Vereen Hall.  Having joint assemblies where the 

Choir room is now and then breaking out into individual classes.  One of the teachers was Billy Matthews who 

later became a Methodist Minister. He would have us memorize the Shorter Catechism and would give us a 

dollar for every ten we would recite from memory. With this background I went through conformation classes 

with Dr. Forbis.                                                                                                                         Continued on Pg. 2 



Music Corner 
"The choir sounded beautiful today."  What a 

nice thing to say! Choir members are pleased 

when the pastor and the congregation 

compliment them. There is plenty of ugliness 

and sin in this world, and music in worship 

hopefully restores some of the beauty. 

But is adding beauty the primary objective of 

the choir? Actually, the choir has other 

functions that are equally if not more 

important. The music of the choir should not 

be less than beautiful, but it should also be 

more. 

When we gather for public worship, we 

worship God by proclaiming the good news 

about Jesus. This is our commission, 

however, we cannot do all this work on our 

own. We call our pastor to proclaim the 

gospel on our behalf during public worship. 

But we do some of this work ourselves also in 

worship. When we confess our sins, when we 

speak the Creed, and when we sing Christian 

hymns, we are retelling the story of God's 

love. 

The choir proclaims the gospel and helps 

others to do so. In fact, that is the choir's 

primary purpose in worship. The next time 

you want to compliment a member of your 

church choir, why not say, "The music was 

beautiful and thank you for helping me 

worship today." 

Doug 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Session Meets 

Sunday, August 20, 7:00 PM 

Congregational Care Committee 

Wednesday, August 23, 4:30 PM 

Strengthening of the Church 

Sunday, August 27, 8:30 AM 

Worship Committee 

Sunday, August 27, 8:30 AM 

FPC125 Steering Committee 

Tuesday, August 29, 5:00 PM 

Office Closed—Labor Day 

Monday, September 4 

OFFICER ELECTION 
In the next few weeks our Nominating Committee will 

begin meeting to select elder and deacon candidates 

for election in October. If there is anyone that you 

would like for the committee to consider for elder or 

deacon please speak with one of the committee 

members no later than August 31st. 

Committee members: Gary Lodge, Bud Stringer, 

Holly Beard, Elizabeth Strickland, Beth Cannon, 

Brenna Blanton, Todd Taylor 

 Continued from Pg. 1 

 Later, the church would bring in Columbia Seminary students during the summer.  One of the 

students was John Tolson.  He came to us for two summers during my high school years.  There was a 

house next to the church that was owned by the church and the high school students used for Sunday 

school.   Sunday school was led by Dr. Lamar DeMott and we would fill up the living room with students, 

not only from our church but from the surrounding downtown churches.  Students just did not want to miss 

when Dr. DeMott was teaching.  The upstairs of this house, that we called “The Place”, was used by John 

Tolson as his apartment.  He would stay up as long as students wanted to be there.  Between John and Dr. 

DeMott, this church made a lasting impression on a lot of young people in Moultrie, GA. 

 After Dr. Forbis, the next preacher was Dr. Ernie Gilmore.  He was important to a lot of young 

people in the church.  I remember him having a knee operation and preaching from a wheel chair.  It 

seemed that nothing could slow him down.  Later he was called to a Presbyterian Church in Bradenton, Fla.  

When I became a Principal at Walker Street School in Quitman, GA, a teacher who worked in the school 

was from Bradenton and her brother was a wrestler.  She started talking with me about the man who 

coached her brother and made an impression on him.  This mentor and coach for her brother was Ernie 

Gilmore. 

 Because of the influence by these people I have mentioned, when I was in college, I tried to teach 

Sunday school.  This class consisted of Ellen and Joan Vereen and Gail Duggan.  I tried to do the best I 

could, but in my mind I just could not live up to Dr. DeMott.  However, I continued to be active in church 

activities.  I played on the Church’s softball team and volleyball teams.  I am not sure that we won that 

many but the enjoyment and comradery was priceless.  

 Another individual who played an important part of my life in the church was Mrs. Gammage.  One 

of the fondest memories I had was when she produced a play with the Youth Choir,” Natural High”.  Mr. 

John Beard and I worked on the sets and staging.  Because of this time with him I have nothing but 

affectionate memories of him and his wife.  We traveled all over Georgia performing for anyone that would 

let us.  We had stops in Americus, and Alto, a state penitentiary for juveniles.   Not only did we get to 

perform but we also got the experience of meeting and talking to other young people around the state. 

 After I married, my wife, Debbie joined the church and we continued to attend church.  We became 

active and raised our children in this church.  I have been a Deacon, starting with Ralph McCaskill, and an 

Elder and started serving with Hugh Ward.   I continue to teach Sunday school with Dr. Gary Lodge.  This 

involvement in the church has continued to strengthen my faith.  Just as this Church has been an important 

part of my family’s life that came before me, it continues to be an important part of my life, my wife’s, my 

children and my grandchildren.  My son, John Peters, Jr. is a now a Deacon and my son-in-law, Jason 

Edwards, is an ordained Presbyterian Minister.   

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Men's Bible Study will begin on September 18th at 

12:00 in the Parlor. We will continue our study of the 

Book of Exodus. Please bring your own lunch. 



FLOWERS 
The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, August 6 were  

given to the glory of God by Holly Beard 

The flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday, August 13 were given to  
the glory of God and in memory of Lynn Acuff, a loving wife and mother,  

by Bill, Edward, and Cassie 

YOUTH NEWS 
JUICE AND JESUS RESUMES 
Monday, August 21 - Start your school week off right with fellowship and devotional time.  Hope to see 

everyone Monday morning at Chick-Fil-A around 7:15!  We will provide transportation for students going to 

Willie J. and C.A. Gray.   

YOUTH GROUP KICK-OFF - Parents vs. Youth Messy Games! 
Sunday, August 27, 5:00pm - Parents and Youth will face off in some messy, funny, ridiculous games and 

activities to win the championship belt and bragging rights.  We will also look ahead at the schedule for the 

semester and take care of some housekeeping.  I hope lots of y'all will join us, and PARENTS - it's only going 

to be fun if you actually come!! 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES NEEDED 
The Congregational Outreach Committee is collecting names and addresses of former members who should be 

invited to the 125th Anniversary Celebration on Nov. 5.  Please share names and addresses of your children, 

grandchildren, siblings and friends who you would like to receive information about the celebration.  Contact 

Molly Ellis at 985-6856 or mart@moultriega.net or Nancy Coleman at 941-2930 or 

rosehillfarms@windstream.net.  Addresses are needed by Friday, August 25.  This event celebrates 125 years 

as a family of faith.  Please make your plans to be a part of all the events and encourage others to join us.   

FAITH AND FILM 
Superman (1978) August 29th 6:00-8:30 in the youth room 

All ages are invited to come as we put our faith in conversation with popular culture movies. In Superman we 

will explore the connections it makes to the story of Jesus in a modern day context. Childcare will be provided 

in the preschool area for $10 a child. Please bring your own snacks or dinner. 

MONDAY MORNING WOMEN’S CLASS 
Begins August 21st at 10:45 in the Parlor 

This year we will be using our Confirmation Class curriculum as we seek to dig deeper into Scripture, our 

faith, and faith tradition. The hope is that through this class you will be able to develop, or further strengthen, a 

statement of faith. If you are interested please contact A.J. 

CORNERSTONES 
Saturday, August 26: National Infantry Museum leave at 8am, all day trip 

Thursday, August 31: Eating lunch out of town, meet at the church at 11 AM. 

Monday, September 18: Monthly Cornerstone meeting at 11:30, pick and paint at Arts Center afterward 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Confirmation Class for all 6th-8th graders begin this Sunday, August 20 at 9:45 in the Youth Room. Please 

join us first in the Sanctuary with the rest of the Sunday School Classes at 9:30. 

mailto:mart@moultriega.net
mailto:rosehillfarms@windstream.net
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Return Services Requested 

FROM THE KITCHEN 
What a busy first week back that Bonnie and I are having.  It is so good to see all of you.  We fed 133 with 4 

cancellations.  We had 17 no shows.  If your name is on the permanent reservation list from last year and you 

do not plan to eat on Wednesday night, PLEASE call the church office and remove your name.  If you have 

reservations and cannot attend one week, please call and cancel. 

MENU for AUGUST 23, 2017       

REGULAR: Poppy Seed Chicken, Brown Rice, Butter Beans, Apricot Glazed Carrots, Cottage Cheese Salad, 

Rolls, Salad Bar, Fruit 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

CHILDREN: Hamburgers, Fries 

DESSERTS: Caramel Candy Bars, Pecan Bars, Cookies, Ice Cream 

MENU for AUGUST 30, 2017 

REGULAR: Pepper Jack Pork Chops, Green Beans with Bacon, Bacon Wrapped Sweet Potatoes, Whole Kernel 

Corn, Broccoli Salad, Salad Bar, Fruit, Rolls 

DIET: Baked Chicken, Steamed Vegetables, Salad Bar, Fruit 

CHILDREN: Pizza, Chips 

DESSERTS: Pineapple Coconut Pie, French Silk Pie, Cookies, Ice Cream 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

We live in a world where we are confronted with a mind-numbing assortment of distractions, temptations, 

obligations, and frustrations.  On our busiest days, God wants us to slow down and consult Him.  When we do 

this, we avail ourselves of the peace and abundance that only He can give. 

In Christ, Faye 


